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SUBJECT: ROKG IGNORES CRITICAL EASTER MESSAGE BY CARDINAL 

1 . CARDINAL KIM'S EASTER MESSAGE CONTAINED MESSAGES WHICH 
WERE CRITICAL OF STATE OF SOCIAL JUSTICE IN KOREA.. .IN ONE 
PART OF THE STATEMENT HE NOTED: "IN THIS COUNTRY, A FEW 
RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE CRIED OUT COURAGEOUSLY FOR JUSTICE AND AS 
A CONSEQUENCE THEY WERE TRIED AND PERSECUTED. MOST OF US 
COULD NOT DO ANYTHING TO HELP THEM. WE BECAME CONFUSED AND 
INDIFFERENT. WE DEPLORE OUR INERTIA. INJUSTICE STINKS IN 
EVERY CORNER OF OUR SOCIETY, BUT OUR NOSES DO NOT SMELL 

THE STENCH BECAUSE THEY HAVE BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO IT". THE 
CARDINAL SAID THAT IF CHRISTIANS BELIEVED IN THE RESURRECTION 
THEY WOULD TAKE NEW HEART IN THEIR EFFORTS TO BRING SOCIETY 
THE MESSAGE OF JUSTICE. 

2. SOURCES IN THE CARDINAL S OFFICE INDICATED THAT THE 
EASTER MESSAGE WAS DESIGNED TO BE HARD HITTING. IT WAS 
READ AT ALL CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN SEOUL AND PUBLISHED IN 
THE CATHOLICNEWSPAPER. THESE SOURCES SAID THEY EXPECTED 
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THE SECULAR NEWS MEDIA TO REFUSE TO TOUCH THE MESSAGE. 

MOST NEWSPAPERS MERELY MENTIONED THAT THE CARDINAL HAD 
ISSUED AN EASTER STATEMENT AND THAT ITS TEHEME WAS 
"JUSTICE". HOWEVER, CHOSUN ILBO PRINTED THE FULL TEXT 
IN ITS EASTER SUNDAY SUPPLEMENT WORD FOR WORD. 

3. SOURCES IN THE CARDINAL'S OFFICE SAID ROKG HAD 
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NOT RESPONDED IN ANY WAY TO THE EASTER MESSAGE. THEY 
OPINED THAT THE ROKG HAD BECOME SO INSENSITIVE TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE THAT IT NO LONGER EVEN 
RESPONDED TO CRITICISM. 

4. COMMENT: THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE ROKG IS 
AWARE OF THE INTENT OF THE CARDINAL S MESSAGE. THE 
FACT THAT IT HAS IGNORED MESSAGE SO FAR, HOWEVER, 

FITS THE ROKG'S CURRENT PATTERN OF HIGHER TOLERATION 
OF CRITICISM. 

SNEIDER 
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